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of sympathy for foreign liberals, took such a long time " con-
sidering5' whether Britain would take part in a joint intercession
that the Swiss Confederation had time to organise an armed
force and to crush the Catholic party. The matter being now
settled, the Powers could not well reopen it. Thus the July
Monarchy had stripped itself of the last shred of its claim to be
" liberal," without achieving anything at all.
§ 113. the days of february.—The cup of France's
humiliation was almost full. Guizot had entrenched himself so
strongly that nothing less than a revolution would suffice to
shift him, so a revolution there had to be. And that revolution,
once started, continued of its own momentum until Louis-
Philippe was shifted as well.
It began with a coalition of the Opposition groups led by
Thiers and Odilon Barrot for a united effort to overthrow
Guizot. The French lack our tradition of " public meetings,"
and this agitation took the form of public banquets at which
" after-dinner speeches " were made. These speeches became
more and more inflammatory, until the Government was goaded
into prohibiting one announced for 22nd February 1848. After
some hesitation the Opposition leaders cancelled the arrange-
ments ; but in spite of this a crowd collected* sang the Mar-
seillaise, and trooped about the streets shouting for reform.
On the morrow the excitement was maintained, and the pent-
up indignation engendered by the discussions and harangues of
the past fewr years found vent in mob violence. Memories of
1830 stirred; arms were seized, and barricades thrown up to
defend the east end of the city against military action. Cries of
" Down with Guizot!" were heard on every hand. The
National Guard was called out, but many refused to parade,
and some even joined the rioters. At these signs of disaffection
in the corps which had hitherto been the mainstay of his rule,
the old King was smitten with panic, and he dismissed Guizot
from office. Had he done this twenty-four hours earlier there
would have been no revolution; but it was now too late for such

